
Hidden
subsidies

Sir
,I endorseMr

Topping' s observation
(

June
,

19
)

regardingtheGovernment' s

recentannouncementthatall
UKradiobroadcastingwillbe
moved to DigitalAudio
Broadcasting in sixyears
time .

It is justanother of theirrights
ill-conceived policieswhich
willinevitably lead to further
environmentaldamageand
unnecessarywastage.

Togivefullcoverage to

ruralandHighland listeners
,

manynewtransmittersiteswillhave
to bebuiltonhills

andmountain-tops . A

constantelectricitysupply
willbeneeded to providethe
powerrequiredfor24-hour
coverage.

Therelentlessgrowth in

digitalbroadcasting ,

mobile
andinternetusage in recent
yearsleadsme

to askthe
question : howmuchelectrical
power is required to fuelthis
interactivesystem of

broadcastingandcommunication
withintheUK?

In July2008Christopher
Lamour

,

chiefmarketing
officer of ActixLtd

,

wrote in

anindustrynewsletterthat
,

" Eachantennaconnected to

theradionetworkusesthe
equivalentamount of energy
used

to run a typical
threebedroom house in theUKper
year.

"

A recentstudyundertaken
onbehalf

of Ofcomshows
thattherearearound40 ,000
microwave linkscoveringthe
UnitedKingdom . In my
estimation

,

rather a lot of

electricitywouldbe
required to providethe
energy to operateallthe
transmission

,

electronicand
coolingequipmentassociated

withalltheseantennae .
It is

clearthattheindustryare
reluctant

to spendthevast
sumsrequired to putthe
necessary infrastructure in

place to
fit

in withthe
Government' s targetsso

a

littleincentive is required.
Theproposal to use£200

million of publicmoneyas
wellas to levy a

" broadband
tax " onlandline telephones to

payforsuper-fastinternet is

quiteunjustifiable.
Thetemplateforthissort of

incentivealreadyexists .
In

April2002Renewable
ObligationCertificates

,

which
alllicensedelectricity
companiesareobliged to

purchase ,

wereissued in

order to attractrenewable
electricityprojects to theUK.
Todate

,

most of these
projectsarewindrelated.

Theresultforallconsumers
of electricity is thatwepay
moreforourpowerandthus
subsidisetheindustrymuch
aswewilldoforthedigital
industry.

MarionLang.
Westermost

,

Coaltown of Callange ,

Ceres.
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