asy United States

US 20070254644A1

12y Patent Application Publication (o) Pub. No.: US 2007/0254644 A1

Dobson et al. (43) Pub. Date: Nov. 1, 2007
(54) NETWORK TESTING AND MONITORING (30) Foreign Application Priority Data
SYSTEMS
NOV. 23, 20001 (GB) oo 0128168.2

(75) Inventors: Robert William Albert Dobson,
London (GB); Yiu Fai Ko, London

(GB)

Correspondence Address:
Schwegman, Lundberg, Woessner & Kluth, P.A.
P.O. Box 2938
Minneapolis, MN 55402 (US)

(73) Assignee: Actix Limited

(21) Appl. No.:

(22) Filed:

11/824,909

Jul. 3, 2007

Related U.S. Application Data

(63) Continuation of application No. 11/789,133, filed on
Apr. 24, 2007, which is a continuation of application

No. 10/850,364, filed on May 20, 2004, now Pat. No.

7,224,968, which is a continuation-in-part of appli-

cation No. 10/039,220, filed on Jan. 4, 2002, now Pat.

No. 7,062,264, and which is a continuation of appli-

cation No. PCT/GB02/05245, filed on Nov. 22, 2002,

Publication Classification

(51) Int. CL

Ho4Q 720 (2006.01)
(52) UsS. CL oo 455/423
(57) ABSTRACT

A method of testing a digital mobile phone network such as
a GPRS or 3G network comprises either using real traffic or
creating test traffic using test mobile phone coupled to a
computer, and using the computer to measure a parameter
associated with the network’s response to the traffic. The
measurements made by the computer are themselves sent as
traffic to create one or more data streams within the mobile
phone network comprising the traflic, measurements relating
to the traffic, and signalling relating to the traffic, whereby
this data stream or these streams can be captured at interface
points within the network and analysed to investigate the
functioning of the network dynamically as the network is
exercised with the traffic. Software and test equipment for
performing the method are also described.
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